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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 128 


[Abstract:] The loss on the recoinage of 3¢ pcs. into 5¢ pcs... 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
April 30, 1883 


Sir: 


Referring to your letter of the 19th instant, in reply to mine of the 17th, in relation to the 
loss of $683.68 on the recoinage of uncurrent three and five cent nickel pieces, I have to state 
that what was intended to be conveyed by my letter was that you should simply construe the cost 
of the metal which it was necessary to add to the three cent uncurrent minor coins in order to 
make a like amount in five cent pieces as the loss. 


I have consulted the Secretary of the Treasury and he is of the opinion that the fact of 
Congress appropriating only one thousand dollars for loss on the recoinage of uncurrent minor 
coins indicates that it was the intention to construe the loss as being the cost of the additional 
metal which it would be required to add to make coins of the proper weight. 


I find that the cost of the nickel and copper which it would be necessary to add to the 
weight of the three cent coins to make a like amount of five cent coins would be a little over 
sixty dollars, which should be properly regarded as the loss on the recoinage of the three cent 
pieces; in other words the loss should simply be reckoned at the cost of the metal it would be 
necessary to add to convert them into coins of equal tale value. 


Very respectfully, 
R.E. Preston 
Acting Director 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esq. 
Supt. Mint, 
Philadelphia. 


